Answers sought by Citizens Harassed by Ration and Election Departments

02 Mar 2008
A 2 day camp was organized by the RTI campaign today at the Roopam Talkies crossroad,
Bacon Ganj, Kanpur to create awareness about the RTI Act. People harassed by the ration,
election, social welfare, passport etc. I ,
government departments thronged the camp b J| I
in masses. Following are some of the issues s
that were raised by concerned citizens for
which RTI applications were filed:
= Mr.Salauddin, a resident of Colonelgan;,
questioned the education department
regarding schools in Kanpur being rented
out for social functions, and requested for
the income expense report for the income
from these rentals to be publicized.
= Mr.Ashfaque sought information from
the passport department regarding his
son’s passport.
= NoorJahan and Kousar Begum asked
the concerned department about not
having ration cards issued to them.
= Nisha, Jeba, Reshma and Noori inquired with the election department about voter I-cards not
having been issued to them.
Today the majority turnout was from people who had been troubled by the ration and election
departments. There was a huge representation by women in today’s camp. Sandeep Pandey also
attended the camp today, and informed the people present about the advantages of having the
RTI Act, and the associated judicial nuances. Approximately 200 applications were filed today
with various departments.

Let the RTI Act be Availed by the Common Man
While addressing the crowd attending the camp, Sandeepiji informed them that any work halted in
any government department should be questioned by the common man using the RTI Act.

: He also said that citizens should
have received the RTI Act when this
..... : _ ountry got its independence.
Democracy in this country would be
strengthened in the true sense only
when the common masses feel that
they are their own masters. He said
that today the government official
has become the master when he in
act is only a slave whose salary is
¥ supported by the common man. The
RTI Act empowers us in such a way
that we may question our zilla
. official on how much petrol had he
consumed for his vehicle in the last
ne year and the uses that his
vehicle had been put to. Sandeep
also explained in detail the uses and
nuances of the judicial system.
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Today at the second day of the camp, the turnout has increased substantially as compared to the
previous day. This camp had received a huge turnout from local people. Ejaza Ahmed had
applied for his passport in 2005, and had not received one so far. Sujata Hussein came to
question the electricity company, KESCO, regarding the huge bills she was receiving.

Application Statistics

Total 300
0id Age Home Department a5
Widow Department 50
oting Department 35
Ration Department 24
Mizcellaneous Departmentz 96

Al o # m:'?e&g;m-vm

- wrdiEn mr A, el s Sl i
i gt 2 ftome ) wen :
221t 7 v 1 28 T 2 e

I s & il o B
UIE G MU DT A T R

e, gt A, T fem Rt
LR A A T8 AR e B a0

R A e 2 3 a0 e

930503716
2548382 |

SEIWATAANS |

903818641 |

This camp was organized by the local Muslim Ittehad organization. This camp was largely
organized by the RTI Campaign UP, Jan Chetna Kalamanch, Lok Sevak Mandal, Jan Soochna
Jagriti Mission, Soochna Janhitaay Jaagrukta Kendra, NAPM, Asha Parivar and various other
labor and people’s unions.



