	Agenda for Rights campaigns Workshop – Princeton, Saturday June 10, 2006

	 
	 
	 

	Time
	Topic
	Reference Material

	9:00 AM
	(Each agenda line item is allocated 20 minutes unless specified)
	 

	 
	 
	 

	9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 
	Right to Information Act 
	http://www.persmin.nic.in/RTI/WelcomeRTI.htm

	 
	Understanding the law, challenges and results. Current constraints and leverages - Sandeep Pandey
	 

	 
	Potential of Statement of Expenditures verification using RTI and other opportunities
	 www.ashaparivar.org

	 
	Discussion on RTI law
	 

	 
	 
	 

	10 minute break 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	10:45 AM - 12:00 Noon
	 National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA)  
	 

	 
	Understanding the law, challenges and results. Role of Jan Sunwai and awareness campaigns: Sandeep Pandey
	http://nrega.nic.in/

	 
	Opportunities to support current efforts
	 www.ashaparivar.org

	 
	NREGA Implementation facilitation Program using RTI - Ravi Kuchimanchi
	 

	 
	Discussion on NREGA
	 

	 
	 
	 

	12:00 Noon: Lunch Break
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	12:45 PM 
	Right to Food 
	 

	 
	Understanding the law, challenges in implementation and results of intervention. Current constraints and leverages: Sandeep Pandey
	http://righttofoodindia.org/

	 
	Opportunities to support current efforts
	 

	 
	Discussion on Right to Food
	 

	 
	 
	 

	1:45 PM 
	Splinter sessions on RTI, NREGA, and RTF - Hansa, Melli/Jim, Sirish
	 

	 - 30 Minutes
	Identify individual tasks and resources for opportunities identified above
	 

	- 15 minutes
	Identify individuals responsible for each task 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	2:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
	Group Session
	 

	- 15 minutes each
	Priorities and responsibilities from three splinter groups 
	 

	 - 15 minutes
	Cross-group duplication and shared opportunities discussion
	 

	 
	 
	 

	30 Minute Break
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	4:00 PM
	 Right to Education
	 

	 - 30 minutes
	Outline the Bill and Seattle document - Sridhar Desikan
	 

	 - 20 minutes
	Open discussion Q & A
	 

	 - 10 minutes
	Future action items and contacts 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	5:15 PM 
	Water related issues
	www.ashanet.org/austin/mehdiganj/

	 
	Informal Discussion
	 

	7:00 PM
	Closing remarks
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	Additional Reading Material
	Rights campaigns in rural areas of Hardoi and Sitapur districts, U.P. India:
	www.ashaparivar.org

	 
	 
	and

	 
	 
	http://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=22

	 
	MKSS efforts in Rajasthan
	http://www.righttoinformation.info/rajasthan.htm

	 
	 
	 

	 
	General RTI law information
	http://www.righttoinformation.info/

	 
	 
	 

	 
	Water and Coke related activities:
	www.ashanet.org/austin/mehdiganj/

	 
	 
	and

	 
	 
	http://www.indiaresource.org/

	 
	 
	 


Agenda Note

'Asha for Education and Association for India's Development present: A discussion of Rights Campaigns' 
 

Date and Time: Saturday, June 10th - 9:00 AM to 7:00 PM. 
Location: Frist 307 at Princeton University, Princeton, NJ (http://www.princeton.edu/frist)

For more information please contact Sirish (sirish_ashadc@hotmail.com) or Hansa (hansa@go2g2.com) via email. The detailed agenda is attached in excel sheet format.
 

The main focus of the workshop is to broaden Asha and AID participation in improved implementation of government plans and schemes through rights campaigns. We will address the major government schemes and acts that we have direct experience working with and are important to the rural sector. 
 

There are success stories of improvement by intervention in implementation of Rural Employment Guarantee Act, Right to Food, and in verification of local government Statement of Expenditure (SOE). The tools employed for such intervention are Right to Information, Jan Sunwai, awareness campaigns, and protests. We will identify objectives, constraints, leverages and opportunities. Further opportunities abound and have potential of large impact on communities and children we work with. 
 

Sandeep Pandey will explain the laws, share the problems faced and discuss the results of efforts in 10 - 12 blocks of Hardoi and Sitapur districts of UP and his knowledge of other experiments. Some of the challenges faced in UP are specific to that state and there are lessons from other states. 
 

Some recent achievements in U.P. include verification of crores of rupees of expenditure, slightly improved functioning of government schools, awareness of 'Bal Adhikar' or child rights, and improved distribution of ration. Massive awareness campaigns of rural employment opportunity and the public hearings have led to transparent and efficient work by the government of Rajasthan.

 

Ravi Kuchimanchi will present the specifics of NREGA implementation facilitation program. We will also discuss our participation in formulation of the new Right to Education bill. Sridhar Desikan will share the current Asha document and seek further input.
 

Volunteers will also share opportunities for involvement to support people’s campaigns against water privatization and Coca-Cola. 
There will be time reserved for informal discussions.
Thanks, Sirish

Note 1: The organizers wish to thank Madhav Ranganathan for the detailed minutes of the workshop.

Note 2: Visit www.ashaparivar.org for current information on Sandeep’s activities.

RIGHT TO INFORMATION CAMPAIGN (9:45 am -11 am)

Sandeep Pandey:

When I visited Princeton last time we had a good discussion on disarmament and communal harmony.  We should make it as a regular event inviting all organizations.  Last time, we had some Indo-Pak representatives discussing communalism on the education etc.

We should have more wide-ranging items and have critical discussions on many items such as Anti-Coke campaign.

Sandeep showed the material that he brought:

-Sacchi Muchhi, a magazine brought out by Asha in Lalpur

-NAPM

-Anti-Coca Cola campaign

-Stop privatization campaign

-Literature on Communalism

-Merchandize, Calendars.

Right to Information:

· After India’s independence, this is the second most important thing that has happened to Indian democracy.  The way Indian democracy was working, people did not have any rights.  If RTI is implemented in the right spirit, it can be powerful.

· Places where RTI has implemented, such as Rajasthan, Delhi and Maharahshtra the effect has been spell-binding.  Muster Rolls used to fabrictated ones. Muster Rolls are fabricated without work being done .  Aruna Roy’s Mazdoor Kisan Sangathi Sangathan has really used RTI to the best effect.  Rajasthan in one of the places where the muster rolls is now really authentic.  In Indian context, it is really remarkable.  

· Arvind Kejrival of Parivarthan has also been a key player. He showed  how the World Bank had manipulated Delhi Govt. in selecting Price Waters for water privitazation contract.  Price Waterhouse was 10th after the initial tender, but finally chosen.  Through RTI, this  privatization has been put on hold.

· RTI is in effect in 7-8 states.  BJP Govt. implemented this as law.  However there were no penalty clause.  The new law passed through Aruna Roy’s efforts as a member of National Advisory Council of Sonia Gandhi, despite bureaucrats’ reluctance.

· VP Singh, related an incidence where in the name of national security, information such as income-expense for highway construction were classified as Confidiential.

· In Hardoi, where I work, the Panchayathi Raj intiatives have enabled information quite easily.  We had to conduct a dharna for 11 days to get  Income expense information for the village. 

· We conducted a protest.  Dist. Magistrate mentioned that he would provide information.  Requested 10 days for providing the information (Panchayathi Raj bill says information has to be provided in 3 days).Block Developoment officer, provided information (with only Income column, without expenditure information).  When we pressurized them, they provided information was provided that was fabricated (180 meter road between two neighbors).  An inquiry was conducted (for one year).  Announced that there was corruption in 2 Lakh Rs.  Mentioned that the information is not official (We mentioned that Sacchi Mucchi is also not official) No action was taken for 6 months.

·  A new report was announced that information provided earlier was accurate.  Dist. Magistrate realized that the corruption was proven.  Gram Pradhan was reinstated by the Court for unknown reasons.  We have filed another case in court.   While the corruption could be exposed, we cannot implement 

· Arvind Kejrival – Applied for ration cards in bastis.  People were not getting the ration cards.  When they filed for information as to why the ration card was not issued, they got the ration card before the information could be provided.

· Karnataka – 1999 widow pension.  Filed another application in 2004.  A RTI request was filed and the concerned official granted the pension right away.

· RTI has been found effective.

· Another example of what can be done if transparency is introduced.  It is upto bureaucratic (A group of advisors  Ministers Saifuddhin Soz.  Governement report was asked by Prime Minister’s office for RTI.  Medha was on fast.  PMO chose to ignore the request.)

· National Campaign for Right to Information

· Chief Information commissioner (everyone knows he is corrupt – service to Mulayam).  His application was rejected twice.    CM said that he cannot any find replacement.  He can only summon person who does not comply.  Penalty is Rs. 250 per month with the maximum of Rs. 25,000.  CIC is the ultimate authority.  PMO’s response is that Medha’s fast is tantamount to suicide.  Habibullah has ruled that non-violent struggle is legitimate.

· Munnalal Shukla, one of our volunteers, got information on income-expenditure for 30 villages.  When information on Block Panchayat was requested, information was not provided.  We had to conduct another dharna.  Was told that we need a truck.  Was asked Rs. 10,000.  There is  provision to examine the file.  We told that we will inspect and select what we want.  In the end, information was collated in six pages.  Finally, information was provided for free.  Because of the pressure of our group (Asha Parivar).

· Another example:  Enterprising district magistrate  (Amod Kumar?)  Was part of Sitapur.  He has created a website (www.sitapur.nic.in/lokvani) to provide information.  By privitaization, he has allowed to set up kiosks where people can file request for information.  I have been a great skeptic on the use of computers in rural India.  After this example, I have changed my mind.  Anyone, even illiterates, by providing Rs. 10 can dictate their request for information to kiosk owners and information has been provided.

· Example:  Duplicate license.  Original registration was lost.  Was asked to file for new application.  Progressed for 3 years.  Non-transparent process.  After Lokvani system, he filed an application.  In 10 days, duplicate license was issued.

· In the first year they had 40,000 complaints.  They disposed off 35,000 complaints.  By his own admission, perhaps only 10-15% of people may have felt that their grievances were adequately addressed.  We requested PDA system information to be public.

· Jean Dreze’s Rojgar Adhikar yathra (initially skeptical),  was told that it is civil society’s responsibility to check the facts.  Resistance from buerocracy.  In Hardoi we are using it.

· Cabinet Secretary has asked Amod to come and make a presentation.  Has won several national and international awards and recognition

Note: Visit www.ashaparivar.org for current information on Sandeep’s activities.

Q.What has happened after the new DM has been appointed.

A. New DM is not too enthusiastic. System is in place, so it cannot be withdrawn.  Amod Kumar was transferred before, but there was resistance from people.  Second time, he wanted to leave.  System is in place, laws are there, so officials can be made to work.It is up to us to make this beneficial.

Q. What about Training of new officers – will they be provided adequate training ? 

A. Official decision has not been taken. But it is difficult to resist and is only a matter of time.

Q. Govt. Authority – are we engaging with them to make information available ?

A. RTI came into effect because of activists’ efforts.  Rare example of where a law has been passed.

We have requested for our own Lokvani center.  If Asha has Lokvani center, we can not only have Govt. information, but also public scrutiny.  We want to create Peoples’ Information Center.  It is becoming possible due to IT revolution and due to trend to democratization.

Post Mandal commission era, there has been increased awareness and democratization process.  They many not be educated, but they are very aware.  Semi-feudal system is the bottleneck.  

We need local community involvement.  With collective action, people are more empowered to take action.

Sirish: Can we make the names more visible ? When people have identified areas of work, are their other tools we can provide. 

A. Making names of errant officials public is one of the ways, but may not always work.

Q. How do we get a Lokvani center ? 

A. Can apply to DM. 

Q. Two comments:

   - We need local knowledge to cross check information. But that local knowledge does not scale up. If you have these information kiosks available at State level is, how do we filter the information. Not clear what the way to do it is ? Here it becomes domain of experts. Is this the solution back in India. 

  - Parts of this information that are not available under special clauses. 

A. Right now we are experimenting at grassroots. In our case, corruption has not been stopped but at least now they know they have to be accountable. Now the Pradhans have started doing work. Now they are not blatantly engaged in corruption. Until a local person is consulted, there is no way to find out if the roads were built during this tenure but not last tenure. But at higher levels, you need someone like Satyendra Dubey to reveal corruption from inside. There is no way to find out looking at issues locally. There are people looking at issues, ex –Suman Sahay who is looking at gene campaign and looking at genetic modified crops. 

Arvind Kejriwal is an IIT KGP graduate, who has taken leave (not quit) from department, formed a group called Parivartan – exposed WB 

He is going to organize a nation-wide peoples campaign in July 1-15.  To teach how RTI law can be used by people.   About 60 cities have agreed to participate.  NDTV, Hindustan Times have agreed to publicize the campaign 

Two yahoogroups: antibribery@yahoogroups.com
                                humjanenge@yahoogroups.co.in

Q. In the appeals process, there is a 3 levels, first is state, UP, National. Does UP feel pressure from National. 

A.  Not really. They are independent groups.

Q. One of the basic reason for bribery and corruption is that people are not making enough money. Can you incentivize lack of corruption ? 

Q. Is it possible to politize this issue ? 

A. Beyond a point they will not question each other. Parties and bureaucracy have no hope. No answer to question of incentives. Corruption is also a matter of work culture and with many other activist groups involved. People feeling more empowered and democratized, even the nuclear sites are being questioned. Public hearing in Nalagonda and Kalpakkam nuclear projects. 

A. Identify and glorify honest officials. 

Honest people are humble and marginalized. Only a freak person like Amod with political links and honest.

Comment: Experience with RTI- Dayamani Barla. Take people to block, record conversation and put it online. 

Mangal Diwas. All BDOs and officials are supposed to be there.

We write, translate and put it online. She writes about how people feel about RTI. She has made a name just by writing. 

Suggestion: Invite Amod Kumar to AID or Asha conference. 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Act:  (11:30 -12:30)
 

Sandeep Pandey:

· This is the 2nd good act by Congress govt. 

· First Act in India which offers any guarantee of employment –

· Only to particular section – Rural/unskilled. For a particular duration 100days and covers only 200 districts. 

· Hopefully extend to entire country, all year, everybody. 

· Offers minimum wages as the wage for the state.

·  Work has to be given directly to people, so no contractor. Contractors are putting up most resistance to this act. Most of the development work in India, even within govt departments is done using contractors. 

· Earlier called  “Food for Work” Scheme. 

· Wages for men and women have to be equal. It is a shame that this has to be stated explicitly in law.

· Muster rolls are available for public evaluation. This will check corruption as the example of Rajasthan shows. They have to be made public in addition to RTI.

· People can get to decide what work they want through Panchayat. This law reinforces Panchayati Raj which is not really implemented. Earlier, people had no option except to undertake a project sanctioned by the Central or State Govt. This law provides an pportunity  for people to get involved in local development.

· Typical work is related to water conservation and Kutcha roads. People have a role in deciding and because of  transparency, people can do it directly. 

· Anybody is eligible, need not be BPL(Below Poverty Line). Have to be willing to work. 

· Working very well in Rajasthan. Aruna Roy had organized a campaign in Dungarppur district. (Frontiline article). 20 groups did padayatra and did social audits. About 1.36 lakhs of people get employment and 35 crores has been released by state in one month. This is working well as a poverty alleviation program. 

· In my area, the situation is bad.  People still do not have job cards (like ration cards) – You can work for 100 days but you need a job card.  

· We had to take a preemptive measure in UP. We had been asking the DM – Even before this act there was a Food For Work (FFW) scheme – Abhishek Singh, happens to be a batchmate of Amod. Being a friend he said that he has 42 crores for FFW and there is a provision to make the prospective plan for the district. 

· We undertook one exercise in a village. We put a map of the village in front of people and asked them to plan for next 5 years. The villagers formed in 3 groups - One group was all women. At the end people asked for roads, ponds, hand pumps, etc. 3 maps were put together and we went to DM with this plan for one village. .By the time we went to him, he said that the UP govt has hired a professional agency (sitting in Lucknow) to make plan. They got Rs.10 lakh. So, we decided to submit him lists of people who were willing to work.

· We told one of groups in Jamanipur district to mend road that was damaged by rains. Very little effort. Total of  Rs. 1500 payment to workers needed to fix. We gave him list of workers and total work done. DM had earlier agreed to give work to anyone who comes with spade and wants work. But after one year, nothing happened, not even one person was given work. He expressed his helplessness about contractors not allowing work. The problem was that in order to build roads, the workers need earth from neighboring fields which belong to upper castes and dalits cannot take earth from upper castes. 

· After he was transferred we showed the new DM a canal that needed desilting and insisted that the work be given to us. We insisted that money should come to self help group (Ambedkar Self Help group). Ultimately he gave us work 15 kms along the same canal, so we decided to work on canal on our own. We decided to start desilting and asked for wages. First reaction was –how can you do this – not sanctioned – issued notice. In 1592 person days, 2.5 kms of canal land was desilted, and the work was better than contractor work. When we asked for wages, we were told that decision was taken not to allow water to canal 5 years ago.

· After a 17 day dharna with last 2 days hunger strike (entire bureaucracy was split – Irrigation department vs. Rest  of bureaucrats who said that the wages should be paid). We made it a point not to be too destructive, cleaned up toilets, planted trees. At the end of 17 day Dharna and 2 day HS, they actually agreed to make payment. We were amazed at decision taken. We were told that the money cannot be used to desilt a “dysfunctional” canal, so they had to show that some road was made around canal. We were asked for Rs.92000. He asked me if it was OK to get this money from NonGovt source. We said that we wanted act to be implemented, not just get money. So, he made payment and sanctioned 1,32, 000 to try to keep us quiet for some time. Rs.66000 has already been made. This is how we got the first thing done in Hardoi dstrict. This was in Feb and March. Law was in force from Feb 1. But they did not issue cards. On 29th April we started dharna around BDO. He said that he would give cards but made excuses. He tried to go to another block where Neel Kamal cornered him. Then he has started process, but they are not doing well. 

· Overall UP govt seems bent on scuttling law. Until People are vigilant and until people force the implementation, this will not be beneficial 

· Harsh Vardhan is active in Hingoli district but NREGA except for Rajasthan has not been effective. 

Q. Why do you see it working well in Rajasthan ? 

A. MKSS history has made muster rolls active. There is a cultural difference between people in Rajasthan, Maharashtra and south are more amenable (can work with govt officials). Work culture is very different and the corruption is a lot more. In UP it is the contractors who are against it. 

Q. RTI, information exists -  RTW, work has to be created. Is there money available ? 

A. Money is available for Panchayat. Creating work is not a problem. Because it is Kuchha work, so it comes up again and again like desilting, etc. 

When irrigation officials said that the canal water was not going to be released for 5 years, people showed receipts asking for payment for water, under threat of lock-up for small amounts. We brought up this matter.  During 17 day dharna, we had a number of demands. Demand about RTI in two blocks of panchayat. In the block where RTI is active, desilting had taken place through RTI. On paper Rs.3 lakhs was siphoned off in the name of desilting canal. We are collecting recipts. This is going to be the next big movement in which we are going to ask Govt to pay back people. 

Q. What is the procedure for getting work project approved ? 

A. Through Panchayat meeting. Panchayat sends resolution to district authorities. We undertook work to change the mindset of the people and show that they can get the work done by the people. We also wanted the money to come directly to the people. Pradhan in Panchayat was close to us but did not approve project because he saw risk. He said he will approve muster rolls and verify that people are working. He was playing it safe and not committing to something that he would not be able to do later. Now we are hoping that like RTI, more villages will come forward and demand work, but this has not happened yet. Releasing papers for RTI is easier than releasing actual money. The contractors will not let go of this work and this money. 

Ravi Kuchimanchi: Using NREGA in our work

· What impact does a talk like Sandeep’s make on the village person ? They try to implement it in their village.

·  Bureaucrats and politicians cannot be expected to implement these acts. There is a big role of civil society.

· There is a reverse flow of information. Local knowledge is in conflict with what is being done on ground. How do you put them together to show a contradiction ? How does one close the loop ? 

· We also want to do something as Asha and AID. Projects mode does not allow us to do this. We want to look at ways to look at issue in a broader basis. One of the things that we are suggesting is – (there is MACRO and MICRO levels) – Sandeep, Aruna Roy have influenced Macro level to bring about Act. We have experts in Civil society who have expertise in macro level. Several local groups, Asha Ashram, AID Chennai, Kamayani  looking at local issues. Countless  good NGOs. 

· We are thinking of forming Advisory Resource Panel on NREGA. We expect that in the future, all rural development will flow through the NREGA.

· Visiting various village groups which are effective. 

· We ask NGOs to write one page letters to us on what they are thinking. Make a short list and facilitate training, visits, etc. In each state, identify groups that are really capable of doing well – NAPM, APVVU and give funding support with 2 year plan to implement NREGA. 

· Locally in India, you get involved in Local issues. From here we have perspective of distance. 

· We can create a website on NREGA, several states showing which blocks and villages are implementing NREGA and how much money is flowing. 

Q. Advice is well taken. I am interested in pressure points ? What do you think is the strongest reason for NRIs to be involved.  What is role of foreign NRI ? 

A. Advisory Resource Panel will be local groups.  Idea is to help facilitation in India by setting up such a process. We do not envision a a dominant NRI role. We can give more than financial support. Use internet to reflect contradictions between micro and macro. Start village notice boards relating to NREGA.

Q. If I am a politician, what do I gain with Advisory Resource Board ? 

A. This is a civil society pressure group. Govt is an unwilling partner. A group like NAPM naturally has representation at different levels, local and macro. We can propose sessions in NAPM conferences where this thing will be discussed. We can provide finances and internet support. Most people in NAPM are already caught up in local work and do not think globally. We need more people to think globally.

Comment: We want to prepare people locally and the rest of civil society to believe that this law is really good. A lot of people in cities are not sympathetic to this law. Need a cultural change to city folk that villagers in India are not lazy. 

Ravi: Idea is to enter into dialogue. We are not going to be waiting for groups in India to come to us, but show that we are interested in this issue.

Q. You want to set up a watchdog ? Is this a model ?

A. Not  a watchdog in a western sense. It also includes Dharna, training, etc. Excellent groups that we work with which have never challenged authority. Extraordinary courage that people like Sandeep and Medha have. Have to have local knowledge, support. 

Q. Are you separating government and Civil society ? Can you create bridge between Govt and civil society through people like Amod Kumar ?

A. Good point,  we should discuss this. Idea is to have implementing capability at the end of the day. Also, want to document experiences and produce something that can be used either by/against Govt. 

Q. Is this a new organization ? Bharat Uday Mission, global umbrella organization that looks at various issues. 

A. We are thinking of a 2 year/3 year initiative. We want to see how good laws are implemented in the first 2 years. Have a coalition of organizations and people. Close it with a documentation report. 

Q. When was this idea started and what phase are we in? 

A. We are just getting feedback. We are waiting to hear back from Aruna Roy. We want more consultation and set up between here and India. 

Q. On a practical level, Asha tends to work with education groups. What role does Asha have in this process ? 

A. This is a form of civics education. We need workshops in India to bring young people into this in India. 

Sandeep: I see a positive trend for Indian democracy that more such civil society groups 

National Advisory council with Aruna Roy and Jean Dreze part of this council formed by Sonia Gandhi. In the future there will be alarger role for such groups like NAPM, NAPRI. More role for civil society to impact policy making and intervention. This is a good idea. Informally this is being practiced.

Melli: Unrelated question. Often, we in the US, try to participate in advocacy by signing petitions. Are these effective ? 

A. We asked this to current DM. For the bureaucracy in India, the most important thing that influences them is the politicians. Best thing to influence decision is to have a political party. I don’t see any party except possibly the left parties. On the Narmada issue, CPI and CPI(M) did not play the kind of role in Parliament. They did sympathize. Next is to have local groups exerting pressure. Next is local media. Govt is worried about adverse reports in media. Newspaper fellows are also smart and not respond to general campaigns unless there is a mass movement. Signature campaigns, local ones can have effect. But DM said that they do not care about abroad faxes and petitions. 

RIGHT TO FOOD (12:30-1:45): 

Sandeep Pandey:

Right to Food (RTF) – Right of poor people to get what is due to them under various schemes. 

Q: How do you see Asha’s role in these activities? 

A. We started with education, but we have taken a larger role and a conscious effort to create a mass organization. Less powerful than Political party but police are sympathetic. Because of our involvement in these activities, we are in a better position to address education. If you want to impact larger scenario, then you have to go beyond just education. When the mid-day meals was not working, Indian Express fellows came did story and next day it was working. We have moved from Education to RTI to RTF. We went with our own agenda but let it evolve. People should decide priorities. 


· For the poor people most important are food related schemes. 

· Though India farmers produce food and we are self sufficient, they also get least food. I have never seen green vegetables been cooked in UP. Just roti and daal and/or alu ki sabzi. 

· TB is one of the most prevelant diseases in our area. 

· Series of hunger deaths in UP last year got us thinking about RTF. We had never heard of  hunger deaths in UP before this. We had heard of it in Orissa, Rajasthan but never in UP. But 40 deaths in Eastern UP in last 2 years. 

· We have farmers committing suicides in prosperous states like Punjab. This indicates that there is a lot of mismanagement in food related schemes. 

· Food Related schemes:
· Public Distribution System has different levels with each receiving different amount of rations. 

· APL – Above Poverty Line

· BPL –  35 kg Rs. 4.65 wheat, Rs. 6.15 rice

· Antyodaya Rs. 35 kgs at Rs. 2 wheat, Rs 3 per kgs of Rice

· Annapurna (not any more) – 10 kgs free , give free

· FFW program was converted to NREGA with no food component. 

· ICDS (integrated child development scheme ) – Anganwadi – for small children to make sure girl child goes to school. One ICDS in every hamlet. 

· Mid day Meal -  Get cooked food – harder to corrupt this system

· Situation so bad that except for Mid-Day meals, nothing is working.

· FCI  godown was actually blocking food supply  to villages. 

· Last year, there was a  Rs.1000 crore  scam in UP. We found that food grains for 4 districts was diverted to Bangladesh by rail and road and finally returning to India somehow. 

· FFW program has pay and food campaign but I have never seen food given.

· When we had dharna for wages for work we had 3 demands- wages, RTI, ration

· Showed a  BPL ration card on projector screen. This belongs to Santu, a landless, visually challenged Dalit. 

· All BPL ration card was like this. No entry in wheat and rice, entries in sugar and kerosene, even sugar was not actually given. Entry only in 1998. Blank after that.

· This was the story with majority of people. This is a crime according to constitution. This is the situation of PDS system. 

· Nobody was getting any grain as part of the BPL system. Antyodaya and Annapurna people were getting rations for every 4 months with fake entries for other months. 

· We started a campaign to give food grains to be given to people for past 5 years. The officials were cornered. They said privately that they were helpless and admitted their problems. 

· Some interns from Indian Institute of Rural Management, Jaipur conducted surveys of 3 villages – Atwadanda, Uttarkhod and Bharwan. Report of ration distribution. Identified cases in which family had BPL and Antyodaya ration cards. They found out exact amount and price of ration. They found list of BPL ration cards from Gram Pradhan but the people did not even have them. In some casese, there were dead people in whose name ration was taken out. The survey was actually quoting ration card numbers so the govt officials could not deny. Actual rates at which things were being sold was also noted. Stones and brick pieces as measure, not copper pieces. Cheating in measures used. 

· We gave this report from the BDO to the Chief Secretary. 

· This report created so much pressure on the government, that the commissioner apologized to us. After that dharna, food has started reaching villages, especially in those where Asha is active. They are getting less and the rate is higher. But this is the first time in our area, people are getting to see BPL food. 

· Picture on screen of woman from Musahar community in Kushinagar district in Eastern UP. Her husband died of starvation, but because he was diagnosed with TB, the death was blamed on TB.  

· Nagina’s husband was found begging and died of starvation. Family did not have enough money to cremate him. After his death the administration became active and they released 35 BPL ration cards. The owner of the fair price shop, Sampath Kumar secretly put food grains in Nagina’s house and made false ration card entries to pass blame. 

· We conducted two public hearings in Gorakhpur and Sitapur and Nandlal conducted one in Varanasi. Posted on dailysouthasian@yahoogroups.co.uk. 

      17 people came to public hearing in Gorakhpur.

· We obtained a report from district administration of Kushinagar. The District magistrate had conducted a raid and found 22 trucks of BPL food directed to Bihar. The report mentioned the names of the officials and the contractors. It is a nexus of officials, contractors and politicians that diverts food grains. It has recommened action. District administration filed FIR. Some of the contractors were very close to SP, the ruling party. I saw a SP MP and asked what has been done by report. He said that the report was not true. When we were in Hardoi and sitting in Dharna, officials became very close to us. One day the SDM told us he got a call from the minister not to trouble the cadre of SP. It turend out that all these ration card distributors became cadre of SP overnight. Political pressure was brought on officials. We knew that no action would be taken against officials but we wanted food for 5 years. But that was not possible so we got at least for 6 months. In one village we demonstrated for 3 months. After the pressure of dharna was gone, they refused to give food grains to people. People are getting current food grains. Supreme court considers it a crime and holds district collector and DM culpable. But even though we have supporters who actually recommend action as in the case of the DM, unfortunately nothing happened. We are trying to make sure that the food reaches the people. Entire Indian political machinery is supported and financed by this funneling of grains. 

Q. and A over lunch. 

Post Splinter Group Discussions and Action Items

RTI Group:

-Why ? Information creates ownership

-Democracy peoples rule active. 

- Knowledge of rights, corruption

Action: 

Resoruce People: Public spokesperson 

Database of conact info. 

NAPM website facilitator (publish press contacts)

Reward doing right, recognize , grants, etc. 

NREGA Group:

Contact partners about what they think about act and what our contributions to this act can be. 

Analyszing the data:- Govt website : http://www.nrega.nic.in/
Couple of people volunteered to analyze data and communicate amongst partners. 

Village level audit during visit to India. 

Website and collecting all resource materials and summarize for resource group.

Gain higher level perspective on issue. 

RTF Food: 

We discussed whether Farmers suicides had anything to do with farming subsidies, farming policies and electricity subsidies. Indigenous v. Monsanto. Long term- traditional methods work out better.

Mid day meals in schools 

Malnutrition related interventions. 

Interns sent to work on Ration Card related issues.

Why vegetable gardens are not possible in India ? 

Landless laborers – do not have enough even for a small vegetable in garden. Ravi said that vegetable garden experiments. We have seen where vegetable gardens are very profitable. Feeds to the malnourishment program. 

Not eating greens is a cultural practice. People grow for markets.

Is it easy to identify communities that have this problem ? In UP, the Musahar community is so marginalized. 

Talk to families in projects we support to see how they deal with these issues.

Writing articles in media/continuous blogs.  

Claims made by GOI about food produced need to be studied. 

Overlaps from three separate discussions: Are their things we can do together ?

See overlap of RTI and NREGA. 

Ask our NGO partners to look at these three acts and see what they use these acts for. 

Can try to implement in Asha and AID projects. 

RTI is in some sense more fundamental. 

Q. For RTF, how do you make information available to people ? 

A. In general people have information but feel powerless to use it.

Q, Does every village have a Fair price shop ?

A. Every 5-6 villages.  

Q. How does your group decide on which group to work with ? 

A. Make volunteers able to negotiate with officials. We only work in areas where there is a local complaint. This is part of our restriction on how to work with group. We promote local leadership and promote that the local groups to empower themselves. 

Q.Gender discrimination in RTF ? 

A. Ration card is in family’s name. 

A. Problem with Food is Distribution. About a few years ago, the problem was distribution. This year things might change. Procurement has reduced, private companies have been allowed to purchase. We have to import wheat because of WTO rules. During the last harvest season, Amod Kumar in Sitapur and Hardoi had removed listing BPL groups of people. Without wheat leaving godown there was a manipulation of prices between the food entering and food leaving. BSP and BJP prosted. 

Right to Education Draft Bill (RTE) (4 pm -5 pm)

Sridhar Desikan (Powerpoint Presentation)

Presentation: 

SCI in 1993 judgement recognized FRE for all ages between 6-14

Govt of India amended constitution in 2002 to make education a fundamental right

CABE has drafted bill

86th amendment

· Puts muscle behind what is proposed. 

Every child in the agegroup 6-14 has right to full time free and compulsory education 

-disability

State duties

· school in every neighborhood

· develop and monitor enrolment

Key Features:

· Schools and fully aided schools provide free education to all admitted children. Private schools to at least 25%

· No school can conduct screening. 

· Private schools can also not have screening. Provide 25%

· Discussion on constitutional provision of private school entry

school management committees

· 75 % parents/guardians and toher members of local authority in All State and aided schools. 

Content:

  No exams below 8 th grade. 

  NCEE (National Commision For Elementary Education) 

  NCEE shall monitor all aspects 

· No person shll prevent/employ.

· Grievenace

Critique:

· Equitable Quality – not defined. 

· < 6 

· 25% in private

· SMCs – not clear if they can handle 

· Gender equity 

· Private school approval could lead to corruption

· Common School system

· Does not address root cause of child labor.

· Children with Disability in a very narrow context

· Children of migrant labor

Finances:

  CABE two additional costs of  Rs. 53,500 crore to Rs. 72,700 crores 

 Actually require much higher outlay. 

CMP promise is not being followed. 

Q. How often does recognition ? What about content ? 

A. 6-14  will need a lot of construction of schools. 

Q. Parents have responsibility. Is this legally responsible ? 

A. If it does not happen, they can make parents do community service in school. 

Why is it important ? 

· Emphasizes role of Govt

· Makes 86th amendment a reality

· Empowers communities. 

Current status

· no clear timeline – vested interests

· Shelve to state govt. 

25% came as a govt recognizing that they cannot make schools for everyone so they gave land to private schools. 

Q. In question of age groups, we already have anganwadis for 2-6 years. Is there any provision to bring them under the preview of this law ? 

A. This is a Bill that makes 86th amendment a reality.

During discussions we discussed 0-18 years.

Age 0-6 should provide space for children to explore. Child can not go to KG, and then still go to school and get admission. It is not free and compulsory like primary education. In principle it is seen as part of primary education. It is recognized that Govt should 

Two bad points: 

1. Does not allow transfer of teachers.

2. By requiring acknowledgement of schools, govt gets to decide which ones play ball.

Bill tries to address teacher quality through SMC. 

There is a provision for grievances. 

Q. Lot of these things are existent. DPEP, SSA already exist. How does this change now that it becomes a bill ?

SMC has similar provisions to SSA, DPEP committees. Now, there is 75%. 

Q. What is the recourse you have to go beyond ? Same problem did exist in education. 

A. PROBE report mentioned distance from location 

